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GeorgeGeorge GordonGordon ByronByron

ManfredManfred (1817)(1817)

““a a kindkind of of dramadrama””
““a a sortsort of of madmad dramadrama””

ThomasThomas Cole, Cole, Scene Scene fromfrom ManfredManfred (1833)(1833)
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FordFord MadoxMadox BrownBrown, , ManfredManfred on the on the JungfrauJungfrau (1842)(1842)

COMPOSITIONCOMPOSITION
•• SwitzerlandSwitzerland 1816 1816 –– VeniceVenice 18171817
•• JourneyJourney through the through the AlpsAlps withwith HobhouseHobhouse: : 

fromfrom the the AlpAlp of of WengenWengen hehe sawsaw the the 
JungfrauJungfrau

•• InspiredInspired byby

Alpine Alpine landscapelandscape
GoetheGoethe’’s s FaustFaust
SupernaturalSupernatural talestales heardheard in in LakeLake GenevaGeneva
(Villa (Villa DiodatiDiodati) in 1816. ) in 1816. CfCf. p. 649. p. 649
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ANTECEDENTSANTECEDENTS
•• GoetheGoethe’’s s FaustFaust ((notnot MarloweMarlowe’’s s DoctorDoctor

FaustusFaustus) ) –– M. M. G.G. LewisLewis readread itit in in translationtranslation
toto himhim (e.g. I, 1, 13(e.g. I, 1, 13--5, p. 637)5, p. 637)

•• AeschylusAeschylus’’s s PrometheusPrometheus VinctusVinctus
HeHe stole the stole the firefire toto create create manman’’s s soulsoul (III, 1, (III, 1, 
107, p. 661)107, p. 661)
TitanismTitanism / / ÜÜbermenschbermensch / / hubrishubris (II, 2, 50(II, 2, 50--59, 59, 
p. 649; II, 4, 50p. 649; II, 4, 50--63, pp. 65563, pp. 655--56)56)
HeirHeir of of ElizabethanElizabethan supermensupermen –– TamburlaineTamburlaine
the the GreatGreat
HeirHeir of of VicoVico’’s s humanhuman heroismheroism in in Scienza Scienza 
NuovaNuova

•• GoetheGoethe’’s s DieDie LeidenLeiden desdes JungenJungen WertherWerther
(1774)(1774)
Love of Love of solitudesolitude
SadnessSadness & & melancholiamelancholia

•• ColeridgeColeridge’’s s The Rime of the The Rime of the AncientAncient
MarinerMariner (1798) (1798) –– guiltguilt toto purgepurge

•• MiltonMilton’’s s SatanSatan
•• GothicGothic villainvillain in in theatretheatre and fictionand fiction

WalpoleWalpole’’s s The The MysteriousMysterious MotherMother (1786)(1786)
RadcliffeRadcliffe’’s s SchedoniSchedoni in in The The ItalianItalian (1797)(1797)
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ANALYSISANALYSIS

•• Story of a Story of a battlebattle againstagainst fatalityfatality and and 
toto forgetforget a crime a crime onlyonly namednamed in the in the 
endend

••TwoTwo protagonistsprotagonists
EponymousEponymous herohero (the pivot of the (the pivot of the 
poempoem))
NatureNature

HeroHero
•• RebelliousRebellious likelike SatanSatan and and PrometheusPrometheus
•• GuiltyGuilty likelike Adam (in Adam (in defyingdefying GodGod))
•• DoubleDouble

CfrCfr. . MartinMartin’’s s paintingpainting
AlienationAlienation bodybody--soulsoul (e.g. II, 2, 50(e.g. II, 2, 50--2, 2, 
5656--7, p. 649)7, p. 649)
SchizophreniaSchizophrenia –– hehe wisheswishes oblivionoblivion
butbut cannotcannot annihilateannihilate himselfhimself (in the (in the 
end end allall externalexternal help help isis rejectedrejected))
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NatureNature

•• ManfredManfred’’s s objectiveobjective correlativecorrelative

WildWild
AlpsAlps = high = high topstops defyingdefying the divinethe divine

•• Beautiful Beautiful butbut no no comfortingcomforting refugerefuge, , 
ratherrather a a sourcesource of of angstangst (sublime), e.g. (sublime), e.g. 
I, 2, 7I, 2, 7--45, p. 64345, p. 643

AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL 
PROJECTIONPROJECTION

•• PridePride
MiltonicMiltonic: e.g. III, 4, 129: e.g. III, 4, 129--141, p. 668141, p. 668
ByronByron towardstowards Annabella after Annabella after sheshe
refusedrefused himhim the first timethe first time
ByronByron shownshown asas embodimentembodiment of of pridepride in in 
P. B. P. B. ShelleyShelley’’s s JulianJulian and and MaddaloMaddalo (1818)(1818)
ByronByron’’s s sensesense of of superioritysuperiority on on otherother
menmen: e.g. II, 1, 35: e.g. II, 1, 35--39, p. 646; II, 2, 6239, p. 646; II, 2, 62--
83, p. 649; III, 1, 11683, p. 649; III, 1, 116--123, p. 661123, p. 661
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•• JourneyJourney through the through the AlpsAlps in in SeptemberSeptember
18161816

TitanismTitanism
SublimeSublime

““I I wrotewrote a a sortsort of of madmad DramaDrama, , forfor
the the sakesake of of introducingintroducing the Alpine the Alpine 

sceneryscenery in in descriptiondescription””
((LetterLetter toto T.T. MooreMoore, , VeniceVenice 1817)1817)

•• GuiltGuilt motifmotif, , ““cursecurse”” / / ThemeTheme of of incestincest / / 
HintedHinted butbut nevernever revealedrevealed
RelationshipRelationship withwith hishis halfhalf--sistersister Augusta Augusta 
sincesince 1813 (1813 (tilltill thenthen theythey correspondedcorresponded
regularlyregularly))
TheyThey hadhad a a daughterdaughter in 1814, Medorain 1814, Medora
HeHe marriedmarried Annabella Annabella MilbankeMilbanke in 1815 in 1815 
toto cover up cover up hishis illigitimateilligitimate liaison (liaison (yetyet: : 
menage menage àà troistrois))

e.g. II, 1, 24e.g. II, 1, 24--31, p. 646; II, 2, 10531, p. 646; II, 2, 105--117, p. 117, p. 
650; III, 3, 41650; III, 3, 41--47, p. 664 47, p. 664 
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•• LL’’hommehomme fatalfatal –– ByronicByronic herohero

““I I lovedloved herher, and I , and I destroydestroy’’d d herher!!””
((cfcf. . earlierearlier II, 1, 83II, 1, 83--88, p. 647)88, p. 647)

E. g. Affair E. g. Affair withwith Lady Lady CarolineCaroline LambLamb
((GlenarvonGlenarvon = vampire)= vampire)

Strong Strong sensesense of of fatalityfatality / fate / fate asas centralcentral
force of life: force of life: bothboth fromfrom outsideoutside ((hereditaryhereditary
cursecurse) and ) and fromfrom inside (inside (inherentinherent toto oneone’’s s 
nature)nature)


